Folkert Hellinga MSc Award

Network Land en Water best thesis award for graduates
regulations

Description

Article 1

The Board of the Netwerk Land and Water of the Royal Netherlands Society of Agricultural Sciences (KLV) presents an annual award for the best MSc thesis on a subject involving land and water use. The award is intended to increase recognition of education and research and to promote the exchange of knowledge with professionals.

Article 2

The winner of the award receives EUR 750, a certificate and a one-year subscription to a trade or scientific journal of his/her choice (up to EUR 75). Honourable mentions are awarded EUR 125. 

Article 3

The presentation of the award is linked to an event selected in consultation with the winner. The winner is expected to present his/her thesis on this occasion. 
Participants

Article 4

The competition is open to students and graduates of Wageningen University whose main subject is land and water use or a related subject. 

Article 5

Each year, a maximum of two theses for each research group may be entered in the competition.

Article 6

Participants are deemed to be aware of these regulations and to agree to the contents.

Requirements for participation

Article 7

Each year in September, the Network Land and Water Board makes an announcement regarding the nomination of theses. These theses must have been assessed as satisfactory in the previous academic year. Nominated theses must be submitted to the Network Land and Water best thesis award jury (c/o ir. E.J. Moors, secretary thesis award jury Network Land and Water, Postbus 47, 6700 AA Wageningen, The Netherlands) by no later than 1 January of following that year. The jury will publish the results within five months. 

Article 8

A nominated thesis must be sent to the jury by a professor or primary tutor on behalf of the research group. The thesis - three copies and a loose summary of no more than one A4 page – must be accompanied with a form completed and signed by the professor, primary tutor and author. The form is enclosed with the competition information or can be downloaded from the website of the Network Land and Water (www.netwerklandenwater.nl). 
Article 9

The thesis must be written in Dutch or English and submitted on paper. Digital copies of the thesis and graduation assignments on video or CD-ROM will not qualify for the award. 

Adjudication

Article 10

The jury is appointed by the Network Land and Water Board.

Article 11

The jury evaluates the theses submitted based on the following criteria:

· Scientific quality 

· Originality

· Significance for the profession 

· Presentation

Article 12

The jury will be entitled to further specify and, if necessary, assign additional weight to any of these criteria before starting the evaluation.

Article 13

The jury may refrain from presenting the award if the theses submitted do not meet the quality requirements.

Article 14

The jury may make honourable mention of theses other than the winning thesis.

Article 15

The jury may seek the advice of external experts when evaluating the theses.

Article 16

The jury will draft a written report to substantiate the nomination.

Article 17

The jury’s nomination will be binding. There will be no correspondence regarding the results. 

Article 18

The best thesis award will be presented by the chairperson of the jury.

Rights

Article 19

Submission of a thesis is not considered a transfer of copyright or any associated right.

Article 20

Theses submitted will not be returned.

Final provision

Article 21

The chairperson of the jury will decide any cases not provided for in these regulations.


